
Zoning 

 
What is the Zoning Bylaw? 

 

The Norwood Zoning has two components: (1) a Zoning Map that illustrates how the Town is 

divided into different land-use districts, and (2) the Zoning Bylaw that contains land use 

regulations that apply in each zoning district. Municipal zoning bylaws are governed by Chapter 

40A of the Massachusetts General Laws.   

 

The Zoning Bylaw establishes regulations for how properties can be used for residential, 

commercial and industrial uses, the size and scale of buildings, the amount of parking required, 

signs and other aspects of land use laws throughout the Town. The regulations for a given 

property depend on the zoning district in which that site is located.  

 

In some cases, the Zoning Bylaw may require a developer to obtain a Special Permit before 

starting construction, either from the Zoning Board of Appeals or the Planning Board. If a 

proposed project does not comply with all provisions of the Zoning Bylaw, the developer must 

seek a zoning variance. A variance can only be granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  

 

Zoning Bylaw and Map Amendments 

 

The official Zoning Bylaws and Map can be changed by a two-third vote of Town Meeting. The 

Zoning map is amended and updated periodically. Most of the time, the Zoning Bylaw and Map 

amendments are initiated by the Planning Board. However, amendments to the Bylaw and Map 

can be initiated by citizens and property owners. Section 1.5 of the Zoning Bylaw specifies the 

process for adopting amendments to the Zoning Map and Bylaw.  The State requires the 

Planning Board to hold a public hearing and then make a recommendation to Town Meeting 

Members. We recommend scheduling a meeting with the Planning Director to discuss any 

potential Zoning Bylaw or Map amendments at least two months prior to a Special or Annual 

Town Meeting.  

 

Questions about the Zoning Bylaw or Map can be answered by the Building Inspector or the 

Director of Planning and Economic Development. 

 

 

 

 


